202       JOAO FERNANDEZ AND THE GORTE REALS
this grant. Nevertheless, as will be shown, he turned up in England two years later with information which Henry VII regarded as important; and there is also the well-founded tradition that the Land of the Labrador was so named from an Azorean squire who entered the English service. It is true that there were two other men to whom the same description applied, but it is on the whole probable that Joao Fernandez was the individual who was concerned in the re-discovery of Greenland in the period now under review. Whether he went with an expedition under his sole command, whether he joined forces with the brothers Gorte Real, who now come into the story, or whether he stood aside and merely reported to Henry VII the results of the first Corte Real exploration^ must remain open questions.
The next established fact is that King Manuel issued a new patent on May 12, 1500, before there had been any opportunity for Fernandez to have returned from an Arctic voyage. The new grant was to Caspar Gorte Real, a nobleman who owned large properties in Terceira, and who at once took the lead in the Portuguese effort. It is not to be inferred, however, that the new grant cancelled that to Fernandez. All these Portuguese patents applied only to such lands as might be actually found by the grantees, and there was nothing to prevent two independent leaders from competing in the same general direction. The same is true of Henry VIFs grants, wrhich in that respect differ from the regional monopolies conferred by later English governments from the time of the Muscovy Company onwards.1
Gaspar Corte Real sailed northwards from Lisbon without delay, and in June, 1500, reached the east coast of Greenland. Dr Biggar, whose account I follow, reconstructs his track from the maps and other contemporary evidence.2 After being stopped by ice from further progress up the east coast, Corte Real rounded Cape Farewell and visited the west coast, and thence returned to Lisbon before the end of the year. The Greenland shores were sufficiently forbidding to discourage any plans for their exploitation, and the fact that Corte Real returned to them is a sign that they possessed another attraction. This can only have been that there was hope of a passage past them to Asia. Be this question as it may, Gaspar Corte Real sailed again for Greenland in 1501. The ice this year was a greater obstacle, and he failed to close with the coastline. Thence he turned westwards across Davis Strait and came to the coast of the
1  A just appreciation of this fact would have saved considerable misinterpretation of the ventures of Henry VII's time.
2  Cabots and Corte-Reals, pp. 87-91.